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Class Content: Based on a framework of human-environment interactions, the class will assess the 
complex relationship between climatic systems and social systems, with a focus on the security and 
conflict dimensions. The first part will introduce the fundamentals of the climate system and other 
components of the Earth system in the context of the Anthropocene, and discuss the effect of humans 
on climate change and its impact on humans. Based on an analysis of the geographic distribution of 
natural resources and environmental change, the conditions and factors of resource conflicts will be 
critically assessed and discussed, referring to the literature on the tragedy of the commons. Particular 
attention will be given to the debate on climate change and security, within the framework of linkages 
between climate stress, natural resources, human security, and societal stability. Based on empirical 
evidence regarding key indicators and data on climatic and conflict events, models and hypotheses on 
these relationships will be analysed. Following the assessment by the German Advisory Council on 
Global Change, major conflict constellations of climate change will be analysed, including water scarcity, 
food insecurity, flood and storm disasters and environmental migration. These issues will be exemplified 
in different regional case studies for hot spots of climate change and environmental conflicts. A view will 
be given to the emerging policy debates on the securitization of climate change and institutional 
processes to address these issues, including international negotiations on climate change mitigation and 
adaptation, global governance and low-carbon society. Finally, an integrated perspective will be taken 
within the framework of human-environment interactions and the role of concepts of conflict resolution, 
international cooperation and sustainable peace. 
 
 
Class Schedule: 
1. Climate change and human-environment interactions in the Earth system 
2. Energy and greenhouse gas emissions 
3. Natural resources and Tragedy of the Commons 
4. Water, food and human security  
5. Natural disasters, sea-level rise and environmental migration 
6. Climate change, environmental conflicts and societal stability 
7. Regional cases studies: Europe and Mediterranean region  
8. Regional case studies: Africa 
9. Regional case studies: Asia and Pacific region 
10. Regional case studies: Latin America, North America and Arctic region 
11. Integrated approaches and cooperative policies in climate-society interaction 
12. Final Exam 
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