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“Advancing human security through knowledge-based
approaches to reducing vulnerability and environmental
risks*
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Overvi

1. Climate change, security
vulnerability

2. Climate change and hum
Framing the issue

3. Empirical research on en
and migration

Are we asking the right g

5. Conclusions
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Climate change, securl
B soclal vulner

e Is climate change a security t

— Climate change and environmental degrada
— Migration, food security, shifting borders an
— Do climate change stressors affect conflict?

, Climate change has serious im
International peace and securil

migration.”
— UN General Assembly Thematic Debate, 11

 Climate change & human sec

— The IPCC says less developed regions are
environmental change

« How many will migrate? Are t
— Estimates vary from at least 24 million toda
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5 channels through w
ghange can have securit

1. Vulnerability - impacts on huma
vulnerable individuals and comm

2. Development - retardation of ec
development;

3. Coping and Security - uncoordi
through population migration an
scarce water, land or other reso

4. Statelessness - displacement o
through sea-level rise and conse
statelessness;

5. International Conflict - change
access to internationally shared
transboundary waters.



IFrom Security to Hu

Traditional Emergence
Security

Dimensions of
human security:

Sovereign states,
national & political
dimensions, peace,
etc.

 Political
* Environmental
« Economic

e Food

* Health

* Personal

o« Community

Institute for Environment & Human Security
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What role does social
N play In human se

e Social vulnerabillity is one dim
vulnerability to multiple stress
Including climate change-rela

« Social vulnerabllity to climate
to the inabllity of people, orga
societies to withstand advers
multiple stressors to which th

 These impacts are due In par
characteristics inherent in so
Institutions, and systems of ¢



le of two catastrophes

CRISIS IN WALL STREET: \
| A hedge fund totters and
the West organises

a $3.5bn rescue package

y \ CRISIS IN CENTRAL AMERICA:
'\ Atleast 11,000 dead, millions

| are homeless and the West .

organises a $100m rescue package

£ : i ; ] e f & e .
'I‘raders on Wall Street buying and selling shares in September (feft) while two—year 0ld Felix Silva cries at a shelter. fur evacuees in Nicaragua this weeleafter the disastrous mudslide

Financial crisis

PHOTCGRAPHS: left, MITGH JACOBSON and OSWALDO RIVAS

Foval | room at the New York Fed

. was in darkness. The Masters

memoeten, 1 Ne Guardian 7 November 1998 |z sz
“ttle more thaﬂ roii?’gf News focus, pages 4 and 5

Writes Larry E A - Hurricane Mitch had un- | homeowners in Britain can |  Wail Stre | EAS: St | :

Wall Street w}«ooped for | severely affected by flooding. |

leashed the deluge, the White | only borrow 2t times their joy, but it had been close.

So far, there has been no co- |
LL the Masters | Management, or run the risk | House extended its offer, With saiary to buv a house, the | Britain's top regulator How- |nrrimater§ response from the |
of the Universe what 8111 Cl:nton has at dead, thou TCM had an { ard Davies, had no sleep for | global community. The World
were there on I xr illiop, billion — 250 | 48 hours as he coped with the | Bank has sent $15 million to
the night af ' i e) to) ord apifal base. [Londm end of the package. | Bonduras and M raragia fe |
WeAnacdayw F.ﬂ -:tmv-o" .




Are we asking the righ

« What social changes repre
to climate change? What f
change might indicate that
failing?

 What social changes relate
change have the potential t
vulnerable countries? Woul
a security threat?

e Are states and institutions
manage these changes in
enhance societal resilience
avoid conflict?
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Climate change &

 What will climate change m
migration?

— “In coming decades, climate change
millions of people to leave their home
livelihoods and safety. Although the p
migrants and displaced people may el
time, all available estimates suggest t
the tens of millions or more. The mas
move will likely be staggering and sur
antecedent”.

e Do we know what we need

— A noted scholar suggested recently th
anecdotal evidence, generalised assu
research findings, we still have little e
knowledge or conceptual understandi
the environmental impacts of climate
mobility

— We know surprisingly little about how

warner@ehs.unu.edu



Compelling qu

 Who has been migrating away from sit
degradation/change;

 Where migrants are coming from and

 Why people have migrated, and the rol
environments;

« How environmental degradation inte
economic and political factors when mi
made;

« What might have prevented people fr
place;

« Why people who remained in areas 0
degradation/ change remained in their |
migrated

« How the migration activities occurre
what networks were used to facilitate m

« The effects of migration on the area o
community ties, etc.)
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Glaciers Rivers Basins Irigated Areas Urban Extent Elevation (meters)
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Institute for Environment & Human Security

Summary of fi

e Who is migrating
— Some of the most vulnerable
worst by climate change, just

 Where are they going?
— Migration mainly internal, not

— How likely is the ,waves of cli
scenario?

e Links to conflict?
— None were found

 What institutional response

— Need livelihoods and flexible
more than emergency assist

— ,Jhumanitarian plus“ approach
— Requires new modes of gove




Institute for Environment & Human Security

4 New modes of approaching human

s@curity, climate change, & mobility

i
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1. Focus on human security

2. Address social vulnerability

3. Flexible institutional approaches
needed—we are only partially
equipped today

4. Invest in resilience

5. Prioritize the world’s most
vulnerable populations

Download the report at:

/|| UNITED NATIONS
2> UNIVERSITY

UNU-EHS
Instits

http://www.ehs.unu.edu/file.php?id=62a ¢ i
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T?ankyou.

UNU and our partner

back to the climate n
Copenhagen in t

Dr. Koko Warn

United Nations University Institu
Human Security (U

UN Campus, Herman

53113 Bonn, G

Tel: +49 228 815 0226, Fax:
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