Climate Change, Social Stress and Violent Conflict

Nothing new in the Middle East? -
Putting CC into context

Clemens Messerschmid — 20/11/09



everybody loves climate change

the power of discourse

CC is a new discursive topic & a dangerous temptation,
a blank sheet & projection screen for almost all interests,
approaches, intentions:

CC can be employed for everything & its exact opposite:

-technical, managerial and political problems, water policies, ...climate!
-technical agendas: domestic vs. agricultural supply, desalination (&
energy hikes), conservation (& energy savings), wiser water use or
supply increases, nature protection, ...

-policies: sharing/securitizing and politicizing/de-politicizing water,
supply/demand management, cooperative/unilateral approaches, hydro-
justice/ hydro-apartheid

- Question not only: “which interests served?”,
but also: “how should the discourse be re-shaped?”




1. how real is CC already?

a new hydrological reality?
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only 1 station covers the wetter climate zone
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... the 'trends’ depend on the years & areas you pick ...
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"Congressman, ... the climate change over time is much less significant than the

hydrological variability that we have been experiencing, say, in the last 70 years"
Mr. Shamir, Hearing at the House of Representatives (US-Congress), Washington, 5/5/04



2. “natural scarcity”,

“reduced availability”

The mantra of supply-side management

UniSrani (Isr. Water Auvth.)lexplained:

AImMA|or reason, oy srael’s severe Water Chis/s s thidithe
climaiteland theyegjonls becoming drier e refillate
of clefuifgrs s 1 cl2elin 2

Itl recerri 2eles, ifl2 eireiel2 rrlulif=clglgitell g2l ceria (1, 50¢)
rricrrl), rlets dzelinizel (o 570 riern), cricl ov2rifi2 oclsi
yecdr (2007/08) weis orly 750 e’

Flacreiz, 12/7/08




Past and Present Projected Israeli Water Supply (in MCM)

Kinneret basins
469

Western Galilee Aquifer )k(
130

Eastern

basins

Coastal Aquifer 24§ 130

285 Mountain Aquifer

3¢

291

Total annual natural production

(recharge) 15%

1355

Negev Basin
70

U ri S h an I . w/o southern aquifers quantities drop to Arava Basin

1175 MCM

Source: Israel Water Authority, 2008

2007/08 - only 750 mcm...

Hydrol. Service of Israel (2008): “Natural recharge” 1659 mcm



Past and Present Projected Israeli Water Supply (in MCM)
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Uri's wonderworld - constructing a discourse



Avallable Annual Volume in Lake Tiberias (1981-2008)
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Available Annual Yolume in Lake Tiberias (1981-2008) from: HSI, 2008
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Never trust a statistics, you havent forged yourself!




Available Anhnual Volume in Lake Tiberias (1981-2008) from: HSI 2008
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2. “natural scarcity” “reduced availability”

The mantra of supply-side management
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2. the supply-side Mantra

despite : “natural scarcity” and “reduced availability”
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2. the supply-side Mantra
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3. measurable impacts...

Climate Change or mis-management?
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4. which interests served?

“urgent politicization”
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4. which interests served?

“urgent politicization”
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4. which interests served?

“urgent politicization”
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4. which interests served?

“urgent politicization”
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20-25% decrease in rainfall by 2070

Rrecipitation change (%, 2071-2100 minus, 1961 -1990);
MGME ensemble average, AlB scenario.
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6.a) impact on Israeli

over-compensation through desalination (supply-side management)

Production (until 2003 plus desal)
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6.b) impact on Palestinians

= 2 different scenarios

Comparison of political and meteorological climate change
Impacts on Palestinian fresh water availability
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7. adaptation ... ?

Adapting whatto CC? - the lack of water access ?
- the missing water resources development?

Agricultural Irrigated Agricultural Irrigated land
Area land ('08) land ('08) employment per capita
Country [km?] [km?] [km?] [mio] [m?/c]
(14%) 490
Palestinians employ of the labour force in agriculture, yet have a total

of 264 km? of irrigated land (6.8% of cultivated land), 490m? per capita!

The forced ‘adaptation’ to “reduced irrigation” is already almost complete.
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8. the international community

at most, a secondary concern...
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9. accomplice in de-politicization

the power of the hegemonic discourse

Serious implications for regional security
( = threats that may lead to increases in):

1 competition for scarce water resources, complicating
peace agreernents

. food insecurity

1 militarization of strategic natural resources

IISD (2009) : "Rising Temperatures, Rising Tensions”

Donors give in to the discourses of
“reduced availability & increased demand across the region” (+or7, 08)



9. accomplice in de-politicization

the power of the hegemonic discourse

Serious implications for regional security
( = threats that may lead to increases in):

1 competition for scarce water resources, complicating
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10. re-politicization

the power of the occupation mind-set

1 "It is true, in this joint water pool, there is a zero-
sum game. Whatever one side gets is at the
expense of the other. Cooperation means changing
the "hard disk" in our minds regarding the
Palestinians.

1 The occupation mind-set that guides the talks on

water can only lead to bad agreements or to
conflicts.

1 In simple terms - "it's the occupation - stupid!"

1 G, BasKrn, 9L12/08



summary

A) Put CCinto Context
B) Nothing New
C) CC- Prospects for the Conflict




A) Putting Climate Change into context

"meteorological CC”

is almost negligible,
compared to the established
impacts of the

“political climate”

Summary (i)



B) Nothing New!

1. Palestinians continue to suffer

2. Israel holds the keys (Israel could
share and STILL adaptto CC ")

3. Under the hegemonic discourse: g'fnothing new
in the mind-sets - CC will push narratives
further apart

Summary (ii)



C) Climate Change prospects for the conflict

the best way to adapt:

reach an agreement!

Summary (iii)



C) Climate Change prospects for the conflict

the best way to adapt:

reach an agreement!

thank you...



2. the supply-side mantra

“natural scarcity” and “reduced availability”

thelgrimibasic jacts: Average rainjall has jalleniby>10%
PUaSTd6 Vears & new.dj 5% consecutiveryear o droughity:

Alenial s aaretz26/5/69

NP UGE OfiClimate)change ard theXcUIert
JoUrRyeardroughits

Giczar Brogmozrey, rlacdrgiz 1g/i9/0d LIt corrirrlon 52052 flayy”

“WWerter erisis ericlelrig2rs 2eriics sickia”

Jartsa leng) Posi 29/7/08

consiructing scarcily asi a discourse




Global Climate Model
(cell size 200km side length!)

d) 2040s GCM the aCtUCll mOdel

cannot cope with
small scale variation

Ml

a fzennical, not
discursive proolem

Hemming (2007)



	Foliennummer 1
	Foliennummer 2
	Foliennummer 3
	Foliennummer 4
	Foliennummer 5
	Foliennummer 6
	Foliennummer 7
	Foliennummer 8
	Foliennummer 9
	Foliennummer 10
	Foliennummer 11
	Foliennummer 12
	Foliennummer 13
	Foliennummer 14
	Foliennummer 15
	Foliennummer 16
	Foliennummer 17
	Foliennummer 18
	Foliennummer 19
	Foliennummer 20
	Foliennummer 21
	Foliennummer 22
	Foliennummer 23
	Foliennummer 24
	Foliennummer 25
	Foliennummer 26
	Foliennummer 27
	Foliennummer 28
	Foliennummer 29
	Foliennummer 30
	Foliennummer 31
	Foliennummer 32
	Foliennummer 33
	Foliennummer 34
	Foliennummer 35
	Foliennummer 36

